
St Denys Flood Action Group 

Minutes of meeting held 1/12/21 at Community Centre. 

Attendees : Gavin, Margaret, Marie, Sarah, Mark, Tim, Peter W, Nigel, James and Carol. 

Apologies : Peter T and Erica. 

 

1. Introductions were made, and Gavin gave a background to the Flood action group for new members. 

 

2. Gavin introduced the presentation kindly prepared by Peter Taylor. This will be made available on the 

Itchen Tides website https://itchentides.Wordpress.com (where there is a wealth of information about the 

Belsize Flood Resilience Project, the local flood risk, the community flood plan, sea level rise and much other 

useful information). The presentation looked at updates to the flood risk situation given projections of climate 

change and changes to the likelihood of flood events in the local area. We discussed the original project, 

having Property level protection (PLP), a wall on the odd number side of Priory south, a barrier to protect 

Adelaide Rd and a flood plan. Carol raised concerns about the highway drainage non-return valve not working 

increasing the risk of water coming up drains during a flood event. 

 

3. We discussed the flood plan being out of date and contacts needing to be updated as do the flood wardens. 

We also discussed Priory Avenue now having PLP but no plan or warden as yet. E felt we should also 

prioritise encouraging people to check their PLP is in good working order and test the Adelaide Rd barrier that 

is kept in the community centre. 

 

4. A risk list was drawn up. People should check equipment is easily to hand if needed. Are the seals intact? 

Nigel knows rubber retailers locally who can make replacements if needed. Are pumps in working order? Also 

there is a risk of people moving into the area and not being aware of the flood risks, e.g. front flood gates 

cannot be changed without putting their property and neighbours at risk. 

 

5. House insurance. This is not a current issue for most people, and it was reported that having PLP lowers 

the cost. 

 

6. Personal flood plans. Not everyone has a personal flood plan so it was agreed a template would be sent 

with the minutes. 

 

7. How to promote the flood issue in the local community. Gavin suggested using St Denys Rocks website to 

promote flood risks. Sarah offered to do infographics and schedule regular updates on that website if Gavin 

provided content. All happy with this plan. It was also mentioned that there is a local WhatsApp SOS group for 

emergencies. 

 

8. Flood wardens. This scheme is for a person to be a warden for 6 houses local to them, being aware if 

someone may need help putting up PLP and asking people to sign up for flood alerts. The list was updated, 

Priory Avenue is Tim, 56-64 Priory Rd is Margaret, 66-74 is Sarah and Luke, 76-88 is Peter T, 23-27 is Marie, 

29-37 Peter W and 39-47 Mark. Gavin can do 90-110 and Nigel can do 112-130. Nigel has also volunteered 

to act as a reserve. 

 

9. Additional actions and future plans. 

* Nobody was sure if the new Junction tenants were aware of the flood issue and Mark or Gavin will ask them 

when in the pub to check. 

* Mark kindly offered to check the seals on the double gates at the alley entrance opposite the hard. 

* Gavin will post a brief account of the meeting on the St Denys Rocks Facebook Page pointing the 

Itchentides website for further information. Also to post something about the meeting through doors of houses 

with flood protection. 

* We discussed whether to have a wider meeting and we will wait to see if we get much response from the St 

Denys Rocks posts. 

* We will plan a practise flood run around Easter time and link it if we can to a local social event. This will be to 

test the Priory/ Adelaide barrier and to check equipment is working. 

* Gavin offered to help people check their flood protection equipment if help or advice is requested. 

* We also agreed to put a blank personal flood plan template onto the St Denys Rocks website. 

https://itchentides.wordpress.com/

